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Publican Luke Saturno is up early on a Sunday morning. 
He’s tapping kegs and putting decals on the tap flags. 
He may be hours from opening the doors but the 

Gilbert Street Hotel, re-badged for today only as the Pirate 
Life Hotel, already smells like spicy fresh hops and malty 
beer. Chef Grant Schooling is excited – he’s just been out 
the back busily preparing a vast array of dude-food, ready 
for a hungry crowd of beer fans. It’s going to be a big day 
for a usually chilled out Sunday as a new Adelaide brewery 
releases its beers for the very first time to the eager public. 
The craft beer scene in Adelaide has come to a point where 
there’s an explosion of new activity. Thanks partly to the new 
small bar regulations making it easier for cool independent 
bars to pop up in unexpected places, there’s not only the 
demand from drinkers for fresh local craft beer but venues 
actively searching for great new beers. 

WHEN IT COMES TO CRAFT BEER, 
WE DON’T JUST CELEBRATE IT, WE 
EMBRACE IT. WE NOT ONLY BUY AND 
DRINK IT, WE ALSO BUY THE T-SHIRT 
AND PUT A STICKER ON THE CAR. 
AND THE GOOD NEWS IS, THERE’S 
MORE NEW CRAFT BREWERS 
HITTING TOWN. 

WORDS AND PHOTOS JOHN KRÜGER

Aspire South Australia  APR/MAY 15     59    

Big Shed Brewing Co F-Yeah 
American Pale Ale $12

READ WITH
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At the bigger end of the scale is Pirate Life 
Brewing. They’ve hit the ground running, 

with a large, well-equipped brewery on South 
Road, Hindmarsh. Walking into the brewery, 
there’s loud hip hop on the stereo yet the 
brewers are working quietly, almost as if they’re 
communicating telepathically. It’s obvious they’ve 
worked with each other long enough to know 
exactly what the other is doing. There’s a feeling 
of ease even with so much activity going on. 

Brewers and good mates Jack Cameron 
and Red Proudfoot have already had serious 
brewing experience with acclaimed Scottish 
brewers BrewDog and in Australia with Little 
Creatures and Cheeky Monkey, both in 
Western Australia. Jack’s father, Michael, has 
also had extensive professional experience 
working with the craft beer industry in 
America and is heading up the operation in 
their new home of Adelaide. 

Michael explains that their move to South 
Australia is for a multitude of reasons. “It’s a 
good place to set up for young creative people 
in the food and beverage industries. There’s 
already an exciting craft beer scene, and 
we’re in the middle of Australia so it makes it 
easier for us to send our beers out nationally. 
I’ve also been blown away by the pride South 
Australian people have for their wine, beer 
and food produce. I couldn’t name a pub in 
Melbourne that only sells Victorian products 
but I could probably name six bars in Adelaide 
that only sell South Australian. Adelaide has 
the right attitude and vision.”

Pirate Life beers are only available in kegs 
and cans, to ensure the beer is delivered 
fresh, and to avoid light strike issues that affect 
bottled beers, as well as doing the right thing 
for the environment by shipping more litres 
of beer per pallet and taking up less weight 

during freight. Their beer cans have a series of 
cool illustrations around the top that explains 
the ingredients in each beer and the brewing 
process. It’s a simple way to get a message 
across without crowding their labels with tiny 
type. The current range of three Pirate Life 
beers can all be described as quite hoppy, 
aromatic, bright and fresh. Ranging from 3.5 
to 8.8 percent alcohol, there’s already a hoppy 
beer for every occasion and there’s even a few 
more beer surprises up their sleeves.

Instead of doing a ‘tap takeover’, the guys 
from Pirate Life took over the entire Gilbert 
Street Hotel for their launch. It’s the pirate 
thing to do. Don’t expect eye patches and 
parrots though – Pirate Life is about the 
pirate vibe of doing what you want, when 
and wherever you want. They’re all about 
craft beers, not scurvy.
piratelife.com.au

In a converted carport adjoining a small 
shed in the back streets of Glynde is Little 

Bang Brewing Co. Since their first beers  
went on sale at the Wheatsheaf Hotel in 
Thebarton last November, they haven’t looked 
back. Only brewing around 500 litres at a 
time, the production run of around 10 kegs 
gets snapped up before they’ve even filled 
the vessels.

Little Bang Brewing was started by 
mates Ryan Davidson and Filip Kemp. They 
were retrenched from the computer games 
company they worked at (where they met), 
so developed a taste for home brewing to 
save money. Needless to say, they were 
pretty happy with their resulting brews. Filip 
became a refrigeration mechanic and Ryan 
got some beverage retail experience working 
in bottle shops.

Filip pays his respects to the founders of the 

South Australian craft beer scene who have 
paved the way and opened doors for their 
brewery. “We’ve been a bit spoiled how the 
Lobethal Bierhaus and BrewBoys in particular 
have already set the scene,” he says.

Little Bang saw an irresistible opportunity 
to set up a nano-brewery after Ryan had 
been selling other people’s beers to venues 
across the state as SA sales manager for 
Adelaide company Palais Imports. He saw 
gaps in the market as well as predicted the 
current explosion in demand for craft beer. 
“There’s a lot of people who were working 
in big hospitality venues who are now 
opening up their own small bars. Previously, 
Adelaide’s big venues almost had to all be 
the same to attract the general public, but 
now there’s new energy and experiences on 
offer. We might not lose half a generation 
of young people to Sydney and Melbourne 

now that the State Government is driving 
development in Adelaide,” Ryan says. “The 
public don’t want what everyone else has, 
they want to find something unique. That’s 
why Instagram is full of pictures of the 
latest meal, wine or beer that someone has 
found. There’s enough of a market of people 
looking for something unique that now the 
big companies are trying to emulate it.” 
Little Bang has had an amazing start to their 
brewing business, with big and small venues 
keen to take as much beer as they can 
produce. Madame Hanoi, The Wheatsheaf, 
the Earl of Leicester and Jack Ruby have all 
taken kegs of Little Bang’s beers and the list 
of venues continues to grow almost daily. 
Their beers certainly cherry pick the niche 
markets, with twists on traditional styles that 
produce super-drinkable results.
littlebang.com.au
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There’s even more new beer on the scene 
with three South Australian entrepreneurs 
– Antony Tropeano, manager director of 
Tropcorp, Peter Lynn, director of marketing 
for Majella Wines, and Jared Birbeck, 
managing director of Birbeck’s Brewing – 
getting together to form new beer company 
Malt Fiction. Their first release, 13, is 
only available in boutique stubbies to start 
with. It’s a citrusy ale showcasing the 
Australian hop called summer. Peter Lynn 
enthusiastically described their first beer as 
“…a sluggable, smashable, slurpable session 
beer” getting positive responses from a wide 
range of drinkers. Peter also mentions that, at 
the moment, selling beer in Adelaide is like 
selling wine 10 years ago, with eager venues 
keen to try out their first release. Curious 
Squire, Casablabla and Parade Cellars have 
all been supportive of 13 right from the start. 
maltfiction.com.au

Kangaroo Island is less than a one-hour ferry ride from the mainland yet here
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and souls in need of respite. But it’s not all rest and relaxation. From wineries
to wildlife encounters, seafood to seafaring adventures, there’s plenty to make your

island escape unforgettable. All aboard! The magic’s on your doorstep.

3 DAY / 2 NIGHT SELF-DRIVE HOLIDAY 
FROM $252PP*

Includes ferry travel with your car and accommodation
Call 13 13 01 or visit sealink.com.au/ads

*Per person price based on two people booking return ferry travel with own vehicle (up to 
5m length) and 2 nights twin share at Emu Bay Holiday Homes. Valid for travel to 31/3/16. 
Other accommodation options available. Terms & conditions sealink.com.au

Keep an eye out for Lady Burra, which 
are keeping their cards close to their 
chest before opening their brewhouse, 
bar and kitchen in Currie Street in the 
city. It’s been a long time since Adelaide 
had a working brewhouse in the CBD, 
so there’s quite a few people keen to see 
what eventuates – hopefully in late April. 
ladyburrabrewhouse.com.au

Big Shed Brewing Concern launched their 
Royal Park brewhouse in November with 
a mission to create unique craft beers and 
sparling cider. Brewer Rob Hunt returned to 
Adelaide after gaining experience at a well-
known craft brewery in Western Australia. With 
in-your-face names like FrankenBROWN ale, 
F-Yeah American ale and Cherry Popper cider, 
their brews are as much fun to ask for as to 
drink. The brewhouse becomes a bar on Friday 
and Saturday nights. bigshedbrewing.com.au 

Malt Fiction’s Peter Lynn 
(right) and Jared Birbeck with 

their first craft beer, ‘13’.
From left: McLaren Vale Beer Company’s  
brothers Pete, Tim and Michael Collin.

Ph
ot

o:
 B

re
nt

on
 G

ow
la

nd
 fr

om
 N

uc
le

us
.

Hospital Research Home Lottery Licence #M12862

HomeLottery.com.au  1300 852 177 South Australia’s Biggest Home Lottery.  
Finding cures and improving care in SA’s Hospitals. 

ENJOY  
BEACHSIDE  

LIVING AT
45 WHYTE STREET 
SOMERTON PARK 
OR TAKE $1M 
IN CASH! 

WIN A $1.3M
LUXURY HOME IN SOMERTON PARK 1 IN 15

CHANCE TO WIN
FROM OVER 
3,700 PRIZES

Custom built and  
designed by
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Proving that Adelaide is the place to be for 
serious beer, NSW brewers Young Henrys 
are planning on opening another brewery 
a stone’s throw away from Pirate Life in 
Hindmarsh. They’ve already been brewing 
award-winning beers and distilling their own 
gin in the Sydney suburb of Newtown since 
2012, so Adelaide could be in for more than 
new fresh beers. younghenrys.com

McLaren Vale Beer Company is one of the 
pioneers of the craft brew scene and they 
recently took the plunge into becoming 100 
percent family owned. Brothers Tim, Pete and 
Michael Collin have long held majority shares 
in the company but recently bought out the 
other two shareholders. To mark the shift, 
they’ve changed the name to Vale Brewing, 
though they have no plans to change what 
they’ve always done best – make great beers. 
mvbeer.com � 


